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	Learning Purpose: The focus on this lesson will be discussing synonyms. It is important for students realise that there are shades of meaning and that the context will influence the choice of words. This allows for a deeper understanding of word meanings. The focus will be on the word ‘big’ and what other words can be used instead when writing or speaking. 
VELS references: 
2.0 Students work out meaning of words by suggesting synonyms




	
	Group set up
	Materials

	Engagement: Students will reread text – Duck Feet
Procedure: 
· Today we are going to reread the text
· I noticed the word ‘big’ in this text to describe Tony’s feet. 

· I was wondering if we could think of other words that can describe Tony’s feet. When we use different words that has almost the same meaning as another...this is a synonym. Has anyone heard that before? 
· Activity – Word Cline, First Steps, pg 234

· Write the word big on butchers paper...students will have their own brainstorm sheet to add their words.
· Let’s think of as many words as we can that mean the same as big – large , huge, gigantic, giant, great, great big, enormous, whopping, massive, bulky, grand, hulky, super, titanic, monstrous, over sized

· Now that we have these words....let’s put them in order of rising intensity...do you know what this means? When you look at the word ‘big’ it’s just big...when you think of huge...is it bigger?..When you think of massive, is it bigger than huge?...What do you see or think when you hear these words? Is it a more powerful image? Let’s try this...Open up your writing books

· I want you to draw big feet for me...I want you to draw ...huge feet... and massive feet...Why do think you made them bigger. 
· We are now going to put these words in order of intensity. 
· Distribute word cline sheet to students. Students to order words...and then use them in sentence frame provided. They can then make up their own sentence using one of these words. 

Pulling it together: avoid repetition...more interesting...to capture audience attention. 

Discuss how using synonyms can be used in their writing and when speaking to reach out and capture their audience. Explain that they can be used to avid repetition...and make writing more interesting.  
	Students will work in group and independently. 
	Word Cline activity sheet
Brainstorming sheet

Pencils


	Observations of students’ learning: Student understanding of sentences will be evident in their discussion and contribution to the synonym activity. Their choice of synonym in the sentence frame and when writing their own sentence will also provide evidence. 


	Teacher’s Resources: Butchers paper, marker, student worksheets – brainstorm sheet and word cline activity. 


	Catering for inclusion: Students are all at the same writing level. I have included a sentence frame to guide students in using synonyms. To extend other students, I have allowed for making up their own sentence. 
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