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	Learning Purpose: Understanding “fractions” is a key element for supporting children’s proportional reasoning skills. Learning purpose is to identify and create halves and quarters of given objects and collections of objects.
VELS references: 
1.5 :Use of half and quarter as a descriptor; for example a quarter of a cake

1.75 :Identification of half of a set of objects, including recognition of the need for ½ when sharing an odd number of objects

2.0 :Describe simple fractions such as one half, one third, one quarter in terms of equal sized parts of a whole object, such as a quarter of a pizza and subsets such as half of a set of 20 coloured pencils


	
	Group set up
	Materials

	Engagement: Twelve Blocks, Nelsons Targeting p 85
Provide each child with twelve Unifix. Ask, ‘Can you show me half of these blocks? How many is that?’ Emphasise that we must divide the pile into two equal groups. Ask, ‘Can you show me a quarter of these blocks? How many is that?’ Discuss the need to divide the pile into four equal groups. Ask,‘ How many blocks are there in two quarters? What is that the same as?’ Have children get different numbers of Unifix and show a half and a quarter of those collections. Discuss the fact that odd numbers cannot be halved or quartered.
Procedure:  Half and Quarter Collections, Nelsons Targeting Maths, p86
 -Students will be asked to collect Unifix blocks from central table and to move back to their group tables.
-Students will be given a 3 column chart worksheet to illustrate and record their investigation. 

-Students will be asked to investigate how many Unifix there are in half and a quarter of different-sized collections. 

- Students are to record their findings on a 3 column chart. 
-Students to paste chart into their maths work book.
Pulling it together:

Have children share their findings. Ask, ‘Were there any collections where you had a remainder? Were there some collections you needed to halve one block? What types of numbers caused this to happen?’
	- Model the following vocabulary in discussion throughout the

week: fractions, whole, half, halves, quarter, quarters

-Two groups of six students
	-Unifix blocks
-12 x task boards

-12 x Glue sticks




	Observations of students’ learning: Observation, student’s discussion and T chart investigation sheet will show students understanding of separating collections into halves/quarters/remainders.

	Teacher’s Resources: Unifix blocks; butchers paper; marker 

	Catering for inclusion: This activity allows for different abilities in that students can make it as easy or as hard as they want. They can stay safe and investigate even numbers or they can challenge themselves and investigate using odd number unifix collections. 
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